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The aim of the article is to provide a comprehensive study of the transformation of the secondary education system in the Ternopil
Voivodeship in 1932-1939 within the context of the implementation of the nationwide educational reform of the Second Polish Republic.
In particular, it focuses on identifying structural, substantive, organizational, and personnel changes, as well as determining their impact
on the development of the regional educational environment. Special attention is paid to the analysis of the introduction of the two-tier
model of secondary education, the role of lyceums as a new type of educational institution, and the specific features of the functioning
of state and private educational institutions in the multiethnic environment of the voivodeship.

Research methods are based on a combination of general scientific and specialized historical approaches. The principles
of historicism, objectivity, and systematicity have been applied, making it possible to consider educational processes within a broad
socio-political context. The study employs methods of source analysis, comparative-historical, problem-chronological, and structural-
functional approaches. The source base consists primarily of materials from educational periodicals, which made it possible to reconstruct
both the regulatory foundations of the reforms and the practice of their implementation at the level of the Ternopil Voivodeship.

The results of the study have shown that the transformation of the secondary education system in 1932—-1939 was comprehensive
and encompassed all key elements of the educational system. It has been established that the implementation of the Jedrzejewicz reform
led to a transition from the eight-year gymnasium to a model consisting of a four-year gymnasium and a two-year lyceum, which
ensured differentiation and specialization of education. In the region, there was an active expansion of the network of lyceums in district
centers, contributing to broader access to secondary education. The modernization of the curriculum has been analyzed, particularly
the introduction of applied subjects and the development of vocational education oriented toward labor market needs. Significant
changes in teacher training have been identified, including the liquidation of teacher seminaries and the establishment of pedagogical
lyceums. Particular attention is also given to the role of the private education sector and the specifics of national policy, manifested
in the implementation of bilingualism (utrakwism) and the functioning of Ukrainian educational institutions under state supervision.

Conclusions. The transformation of the secondary education system in the Ternopil Voivodeship in 1932-1939 was an integral
part of the nationwide process of educational modernization and, at the same time, reflected regional socio-economic and national
specificities. The reform contributed to the unification of the educational system, the improvement of the quality of student training,
and the expansion of the functional capacities of secondary education, although it was accompanied by contradictory tendencies in
the sphere of national policy. Overall, the educational transformations of this period laid the foundation for the formation of a new model
of secondary education oriented toward combining general cultural training with the practical professionalization of youth.

Keywords: secondary education, Ternopil Voivodeship, interwar period, educational reform, gymnasium, lyceum, educational policy.
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Meta cTaTTi MoJsrae y KOMIUIEKCHOMY JOCIHIIKeHH] TpaHcopMaii CHCTEMH cepeHbOi OCBITH B TepHOMIILCEKOMY BOEBOJCTBI
y 1932-1939 pp. y KoHTEKCTi peanizanii 3araabHoepkaBHOT 0CBiTHROI pedopmu [pyroi Peui ITocronnTod, 30kpemMa 3’cyBaHHI CTPYK-
TYPHHUX, 3MICTOBHUX, OpPraHi3allifHUX 1 KaJApOBUX 3MiH, a TAKO)K BU3HAYCHHI IXHBHOTO BIUIMBY Ha PO3BUTOK PEriOHAIBLHOTO OCBITHHOTO
cepenosuna. OcobnmBa yBara IpHIULIETHCS aHAJI3y BIPOBALKEHHS JBOCTYIICHEBOT MOJIEIIi CepeTHBOT OCBITH, POIi JTiLeB SIK HOBOTO
THUITy HABYAIBHHX 3aKiaaiB Ta crenudini GyHKIiIOHYBaHHS IeP)KaBHUX 1 MPUBATHUX OCBITHIX IHCTHTYLIH y OaraToHaI[ioHaIbHOMY
CEepEeIOBUILI BOEBOJICTBA.
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MeToau OCTiKEHHS IPYHTYIOThCSI Ha MOETHAHHI 3aralibHOHAYKOBHX 1 CHELialbHO-ICTOPUYHUX MiAXOIB. 3aCTOCOBAHO TPHH-
IIUITN 1CTOPU3MY, 00 €KTHBHOCTI Ta CHCTEMHOCTI, III0 JJO3BOJIMIIM PO3IIISLIATH OCBITHI MPOLECH y MINPOKOMY COLIaILHO-TIOIITHIHOMY
KOHTEKCTi. BUKOpHCTaHO METO/M JKEPEIO3HABUOTO aHaIi3y, ITOPiBHAILHO-ICTOPUYHHMIL, MPOOIEMHO-XPOHOJIOTIYHUI Ta CTPYKTYp-
HO-(byHKIIOHaNBHUN MeToau. OCHOBY JUKEPENIbHOT 6a31 CTaHOBIISATH MaTepialli OCBITHBOT MEPIOANKH, SIKi IaI1 3MOT'Y PEKOHCTPYIOBATH
SIK HOPMAaTHBHI 3acazu pedopM, Tak i MpakTUKy ix peanizawii Ha piBHI TepHOMIIBCHKOTO BOEBOICTBA.

PesyabTaTn n0CiiKeHHS 3aCBIIUIIH, IO TpaHC(OpMAList CHCTeMH cepeHboi ocBiTH y 19321939 pp. Mana KOMIUIEKCHUH Xapak-
Tep 1 OXOIUTIOBaJIA BCI KIIIOYOBI €JIEMEHTH OCBITHBOT CHCTEMH. BeTaHOBIIEHO, 1110 BIPOBa/KEHHS pedopMy €HDKEEBIYA CHPHYNHIIIO
TIepexiJ] BiJy BOCBMUPITHOT TIMHA31T 10 Mozieti, o CKJIajjaacs 3 Y0TUPUPIUHOT riMHa3ii Ta JBOPIYHOTO JiIero, 0 3a0e3neTyBao IH-
(epenuianiro Ta mpodinizaniro HaB4aHHs. Y perioHi Bii0YI0Cs aKTHBHE PO3TOPTAHHS MEPEXKi JILEIB Y MOBITOBUX LEHTPaX, 10 CIPHSLIIO
PO3IIMPEHHIO JHOCTYITY JI0 CepeHboi OCBiTH. [IpoaHanizoBaHO MOJICPHI3aLIif0 3MICTy HaBYaHHsI, 30KpeMa BIIPOBAPKCHHSI IPUKIIHHX
JHCLHMIUTIH 1 pO3BUTOK Npo(eciiiHOT OCBITH, OpiEHTOBAaHOT HA TOTPeOU PUHKY Mpalli. BUsBIEHO CyTTEBI 3MiHH Y CHCTEMI MiATOTOBKU
MeIaTOTIYHUX KaJ[piB, TIOB’sI3aHI 3 JIIKBIJAIi€l0 BAUTEILCHKIX CEMIiHApiil i CTBOPEHHSM TeIaroriyHuX JineiB. OKpeMo pO3KpPHUTO POk
MPUBATHOTO CEKTOPY OCBITH Ta cHeliiKy HalliOHAIBHOT MOTITHKH, 110 TPOSIBISIACS Y BIIPOBA/DKEHHI yTpaKkBi3My Ta QyHKIIOHYBaHHI
YKPaiHCHKHX OCBITHIX 3aKJIa/iB B YMOBax J€PKaBHOIO KOHTPOJIIO.

BucHnoBku. Tpancdopmartist cucteMu cepeHboi 0cBiTH B TepHOMiIbechkoMy BoeBoACTBI y 1932—-1939 pp. Oyna ckiia10BOIO 3araib-
HOJICPIKAaBHOTO MPOIIECYy MOJICPHI3aIll NIKUIFHHUIITBA Ta BOJJHOYAC BioOpakasia perioHabHI 0COOIMBOCTI COIIAIbHO-CKOHOMIYHOTO
1 HaI[lOHAIBLHOTO PO3BUTKY. Pedopma cripusina yHidikaiii OCBITHBOI CHCTEMH, MiABUIIEHHIO SIKOCTI MiATOTOBKU YUHIB 1 PO3IIHPEHHIO
(byHKIIOHATIBHIX MOXIJIMBOCTEH CEpeIHbOI LIKOJIH, OJHAK CYIPOBOPKYBANACs CYIEPEUIMBUMH TCHACHIISAME y cdepi HallioHaIbHOT
MOMITHKU. 3arajoM OCBITHI MEPETBOPEHHS IIbOTO MEPIoy 3aKiIald MAIPyHTs 11t popMyBaHHsI HOBOT MOJIENI CepeIHbOI OCBITH, Opi-
€HTOBAHOI Ha TIOE€HAHHS 3aralbHOKYIBTYPHOI MiATOTOBKY 3 IPAKTHYHOIO MPO(deCioHami3aIieio MOIOIi.

KurouoBi ciioBa: cepesnst ocBita, TepHOIIBCbKE BOEBOACTBO, MDKBOEHHHI Mepiof], OCBITHs pedopMma, riMHa3is, JIilei, OCBITHS
TOJTITHKA.

1. Introduction seminaries and the establishment of a new type of
The relevance of studying the transformation pedagogical lyceums. At the same time, the content
of the secondary education system in the Ternopil of education was modernized through the introduction
Voivodeship in 1932-1939 is the need for a of applied disciplines, the development of vocational
comprehensive understanding of the regional secondary education, and the use of modern technical
specificities in the implementation of the nationwide teaching aids. A special role in this process was played
educational policy of the Second Polish Republic by state policy toward the integration of national
amid profound socio-political changes of the interwar ~ minorities, which was reflected in the implementation
period. The educational reform of 1932, known as  of utrakwizm (bilingual education), the regulation of
the “Jedrzejewicz reform,” marked a key stage in the =~ Ukrainian educational institutions, and the functioning
modernization of the Polish school system, aimed at  of bilingual classes.
its unification, centralization, and the enhancement of In contemporary Ukrainian historiography, the
the effectiveness of youth preparation for participation ~ works of M. Halay occupy an important place in the
in the social and economic life of the state. For the study of the educational policy of the Second Polish
Ternopil Voivodeship, as a component of the Lviv  Republic, offering a comprehensive analysis of
School District, these processes were of particular  transformation processes in secondary and vocational
importance, as they unfolded within a multinational  education during the interwar period (Halai 2011a). In
environment shaped by established educational particular, in his study devoted to state policy in the
traditions of the Austrian period, while simultaneously  field of secondary technical education in 1919-1939,
being accompanied by the integrative policies of the  the author emphasizes the gradual institutionalization
Polish state. of vocational schooling, driven by the needs of
As a result of the 1932 reform, a fundamental industrialization and economic modernization. At the
restructuring of the secondary school system took same time, in his work on the reform of the education
place, involving the transition from the traditional system in the early 1930s, the researcher reveals
eight-year gymnasium to a two-tier system consisting  the content and consequences of the 1932 reform,
of a four-year gymnasium and a two-year lyceum. highlighting its unifying character aimed at creating a
This model was designed to ensure continuity centralized and hierarchically structured educational
between different levels of education and to create  model. Special attention is paid to structural changes
conditions for curricular specialization. In the in secondary education, particularly the introduction
Ternopil Voivodeship, the implementation of the new  of the two-tier system “gymnasium — lyceum,” which
system gained particular intensity in the second half became a key element of school modernization and
of the 1930s, as evidenced by the establishment of an important factor in shaping a new educational
various types of lyceums in key county centers, the paradigm.
modernization of curricula, and the strengthening of No less significant for understanding the
state control over educational institutions. transformation of the educational environment are the
An important component of the transformation studies of M. Halay devoted to the system of teacher
processes was the reform of the teacher training training and the condition of Ukrainian secondary
system, which involved the abolition of teacher schooling in 1932-1939 (Halai 2011b). The author
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substantiates the thesis of a substantial restructuring
of pedagogical education, which consisted in the
liquidation of teacher seminaries and the transition
to a model of pedagogical lyceums that ensured a
higher level of professional training for teachers. At
the same time, within the context of national policy,
the researcher emphasizes the contradictory nature of
educational reforms, which combined modernization
trends with assimilationist practices toward the
Ukrainian population (Halai 2012). These conclusions
are complemented by the work of S. Vasylyshyn
(Vasylyshyn, 2026), which, using the example of
the Vincent Pol State Gymnasium in Ternopil, traces
specific mechanisms of institutional transformation
in secondary education, including the standardization
of the educational process, kaapoBy mojiTuky, and
the implementation of new educational norms. Taken
together, these studies form a conceptual foundation
for analyzing the regional features of the development
of secondary education in the Ternopil Voivodeship in
1932-1939.

2. Presentation of the main research material

The transformation of secondary education in the
Ternopil Voivodeship in the 1930s was an integral part
of the nationwide reform known as the “Jedrzejewicz
reform,” based on the law of March 11, 1932. The
main goal of the new system was to create a unified
and coherent structure that would eliminate the gap
between primary and secondary education. The new
arrangement envisaged the division of the former
eight-year gymnasium into two stages: a four-year
general gymnasium and a two-year lyceum aimed at
specialization and preparation for higher education.

The process of structural reorganization in the
district entered an active phase in 1937, when the
mass opening of first classes of general-type lyceums
at existing state gymnasiums began. In the Ternopil
Voivodeship, this process encompassed all key county
centers, including Brody, Berezhany, Buchach,
Chortkiv, Kamianka-Strumylova, Ternopil, Terebovlia,
Zbarazh, and Zolochiv (Z terenu Podota, 1937). This
indicated the authorities’ intention to ensure relatively
even access to full secondary education throughout the
region, despite economic difficulties.

A distinctive feature of the new lyceums was
their specialization, which allowed students to
choose a field of study in accordance with their
abilities. According to the curricula, institutions
within the voivodeship operated humanities, natural
sciences, mathematics and physics, and classical
tracks. For example, in Ternopil, a classical
track functioned at the First State Gymnasium,
a humanities track at the Second Gymnasium,
and a mathematics and physics track at the Third
Gymnasium named after M. Copernicus. Such a
distribution contributed to the rationalization of the
city’s educational network.
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The transformation also affected the system of
teacher training. According to the reform, former
teacher seminaries were gradually abolished or
transformed into pedagogical lyceums. In Ternopil,
a state pedagogical lyceum was established on the
basis of the male seminary, intended to supply primary
schools with qualified teaching staff (“Ognisko
pracy spolecznej na wsi”, 1937). The new model
of pedagogical education required applicants to
complete a four-year gymnasium and undertake a
three-year course of study, which included substantial
psychotechnical training (Panstw. licea pedag. i
pedagogium w okr. szkol. Lwowskim, 1937).

Male seminaries in Chortkiv and Zalishchyky were
scheduled for liquidation by the end of the 1935/36
academic year. Instead, it was planned to establish
pedagogical lyceums or independent four-year
gymnasiums on the basis of the dissolved institutions,
as occurred in Zalishchyky, where a State Gymnasium
was opened (Likwidacja seminarjow nauczycielskich,
1936).

A special place in the reform of the secondary
level was occupied by the modernization of vocational
education. According to the decree of June 3, 1935,
the liquidation of old types of vocational schools
began, alongside the establishment of vocational
gymnasiums — mechanical, commercial, tailoring,
and others. In the Ternopil Voivodeship, this process
was reflected in the activities of the Ternopil State
School of Locksmithing and Mechanics, as well as
commercial schools in Brody, Zolochiv, and Ternopil,
which were gradually integrated into the general
system of specialized secondary education (Termin
1 sposob reorganizacji niektorych panstwowych
szkot zawodowych, 1935). A vivid example is the
transformation of the State School of Machine
Locksmithing in Ternopil into a State Mechanical
Gymnasium, in accordance with the Ministry’s
decree of July 3, 1936 (Reorganizacja niektorych
panstwowych szkot zawodowych w 1936 roku,
1936). Sources also record the establishment of a
state mechanical lyceum and gymnasium in Ternopil,
as well as commercial (merchant) gymnasiums in
Zolochiv and Brody (Organizacja roku szkolnego
1937/38 w szkolnictwie zawodowym, 1937). These
changes involved not only an elevation in institutional
status but also an expansion of the theoretical
foundations for training personnel for the region’s
industry.

The development of private secondary education,
particularly under the auspices of the Society of
Public Schools (Towarzystwo Szkoly Ludowej,
T. S. L.), became an important complement to the
state network (Kronika, 1934). In Ternopil, the Co-
educational Commercial Gymnasium of T. S. L. and
the private women’s gymnasium of T. S. L. operated
actively, training specialists for the economic life of
the region. The construction of new, modern facilities
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for these institutions — for example, on Kachala Street
in Ternopil —testified to the high dynamics of the
development of vocational secondary education (Z
terenu Podota, 1937).

An important aspect of language policy in
secondary education in the Ternopil region was the
opening, in the 1937/38 academic year, of parallel
classes with Ukrainian as the language of instruction
at the State Third Gymnasium in Ternopil. This step
responded to the educational needs of the Ukrainian
population of the voivodeship within the framework
of the state secondary school system (Dla mlodziezy
Ukrainskiej w Tarnopolu, 1937). In addition to
Ternopil, similar bilingual or national sections were
planned in Berezhany (humanities and classical
classes).

The content of secondary education was
modernized through the introduction of applied
disciplines intended to enhance graduates’
competitiveness in the labor market. From the 1937/38
academic year, secondary schools in the voivodeship
introduced compulsory courses in accounting and
stenography. The authorities viewed these subjects
as essential tools for young people who did not plan
to continue their studies at universities but sought
qualified employment in administration or trade
(Kronika, 1937).

To ensure the unity of the educational process, the
practice of interschool conferences was introduced,
aiming to foster closer cooperation between teachers
of primary and secondary schools. In Brody, such
conferences, led by gymnasium director V. Soltysik,
became a platform for discussing methodological
shortcomings that hindered students’ transition from
one level of education to another. Educators sought
to overcome the social barrier whereby gymnasium
students were perceived as an “elite caste,” while primary
school pupils were regarded as a “lower stratum” (Dla
mlodziezy Ukrainskiej w Tarnopolu, 1934).

The introduction of coeducation (joint education
of boys and girls) constituted another aspect of the
system’s modernization. The authorities encouraged
the gradual merging of gender-segregated institutions
in centers where only one general secondary
lyceum was planned (Organizacja roku szkolnego
w szkolnictwie ogdlnoksztatcagcem, 1936). This
approach allowed for a more rational use of human
and material resources, although it required the
adaptation of school facilities and special training of
the teaching staff.

Admission rules to the new type of secondary
schools became more stringent and regulated.
Candidates for lyceums were required to present a
certificate of completion of a four-year gymnasium
and to pass entrance examinations, which included
both written and oral tests in specialized subjectsv
(Regulamin przyjmowania uczniow do panstwowego
liceum ogoélnoksztalcacego, 1937; Regulamin
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przyjmowania uczniow do’ panstwowych liceow
zawodowych w roku szkolnym 1937/38, 1937;
Regulamin przyjmowania uczniéow do panstwo
wych gimnazjow zawodowych, 1939). Admission to
vocational lyceums (for example, administrative or
technical) required knowledge of mathematics, the
Polish language, and physics, and in some cases also
passing a medical examination to confirm physical
suitability for the profession (Badanie lekarskie
kandydatow do panstwowego gimnazjum i liceum
ogolnoksztatcacego, 1937).

Social policy in the field of education was aimed at
expanding access to secondary schooling for rural youth.
The Ministry initiated the establishment of scholarships
at the level of rural gminas to enable the most capable
children of peasants to continue their education
in gymnasiums and lyceums of the voivodeship.
In addition, gymnasiums were obliged to support
underprivileged students through a system of boarding
houses (bursas) and exemption from administrative
fees, provided they demonstrated satisfactory academic
performance (Pomoc w ksztatceniu wybitnie zdolnych
uczniéow — dzieci rolnikow, 1936). In Berezhany,
the Gymnasium Ruthenian Bursa named after
T. Shevchenko and the Peasants’ Bursa operated,
providing accommodation and pedagogical supervision
for students from rural areas (Berezhanska zemlia,
1970). These institutions became centers for the
formation of national identity, where senior student-
instructors assisted younger pupils not only in their
studies but also in the development of self-awareness.

3. Conclusions

The conducted analysis makes it possible to
conclude that the transformation of the secondary
education system in the Ternopil Voivodeship in
1932-1939 was complex and multidimensional,
encompassing structural, curricular, personnel,
and organizational-administrative aspects of
the functioning of the educational system. The
implementation of the Jedrzejewicz reform became
the determining factor in these changes, aimed at the
unification of schooling and the integration of the
region into the all-Polish educational space.

It has been established that the key outcome of the
reform was the formation of a new model of secondary
education based on the division into a four-year
gymnasium and a two-year lyceum, which ensured
both a basic general education and the possibility of
curricular specialization. In the Ternopil Voivodeship,
this model was implemented through the development
of a network of lyceums of various types in county
centers, which contributed to expanding public access
to full secondary education.

An important direction of transformation was the
modernization of the content of education, which
involved combining classical humanities-based
training with practically oriented disciplines such as
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accounting, stenography, and technical subjects. This
corresponded to the needs of the region’s economic
development and contributed to increasing the
competitiveness of graduates in the labor market.
At the same time, a system of vocational secondary
education was taking shape, including mechanical,
commercial, and agricultural institutions.

The reorganization of the teacher training system,
in particular the liquidation of teacher seminaries and
the establishment of pedagogical lyceums, contributed
to raising the professional level of teachers and
the unification of qualification requirements. The
strengthening of administrative control through
a system of inspections, the introduction of new
mechanisms for evaluating teachers’ performance, and
the standardization of curricula ensured the effective
implementation of reform measures.

At the same time, the transformation of secondary
education took place under complex national

circumstances, which determined the contradictory
nature of educational policy. The introduction
of utrakwizm (bilingual education), restrictions
on the development of Ukrainian state schooling,
and the increasing role of the private education
sector indicate a combination of integrative and
assimilationist tendencies in the activities of the
Polish authorities.

Thus, the transformation of the secondary
education system in the Ternopil Voivodeship in
1932-1939 was a complex and contradictory process
reflecting the general trends of modernization of
schooling in the Second Polish Republic. It contributed
to the formation of a new educational infrastructure,
the improvement of the level of professional training,
and the expansion of the functional capacities of
secondary education, while simultaneously remaining
an important instrument of state policy in the socio-
cultural and national spheres.
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